Dear Sir,

Since the present study is mainly an observational study, though prospective, we did not use any particular treatment methods for all traumatic brain injury (TBI) patients. The main purpose of the research is to investigate the relationship between calcitonin gene-related peptide (CGRP) and clinical outcomes. Thus we did not describe the details of surgery and treatment procedures for all patients. All patients underwent a regular treatment routine. We had included a sentence of "All patients were treated according to the locally agreed management protocols for head injury." However, it was asked to be deleted during revision.

TBI was confirmed in all patients by CT scans. We did include all patients who met the inclusion criteria. This is because we did not know what would influence the levels of CGRP and the results of relationship between CGRP and clinical outcomes. In future studies, we will include more available cases. Possibly due to the small sample size, we did not see any valuable results between CT parameters and CGRP levels.

For extracranial lesions, I am sorry I am not sure what kind of extracranial lesions you mean here, since TBI is a kind of trauma. We excluded other severe diseases as described in the manuscript.

At last, for more in-depth insights of the pathophysiology related to the reduction of CGRP, we are also very interested in it and are trying to start some researches on it.

Thanks very much again for your interest in this study. We are very happy the study may be valuable in clinic researches. We will surely continue to do more investigations on this topic.
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